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Amniocentesis with consecutive microarray 

analysis was carried out to rule out Trisomy 13 

and other syndroms. It displayed a normal male 

karyotype. Foetal echocardiography also did not 

reveal any other malformations. To date, only a 

few cases of this complex syndrome without 

mental retardation are known.  

After multiple consultations with the parents a 

primary caesarean section was scheduled and 

performed earlier, in week 36+3, because of an 

increase of polyhydramnios. This challenging 

procedure required two operating rooms to be 

working simultaneously with obstetricians, 

neonatologists, paediatric surgeons as wells as 

two teams of anaesthetists and operating room 

nurses. After delivery an unsuccessful intubation 

of the new-born called for emergency 

tracheotomy in order to stabilize the foetal 

circulation and its oxygenation. Thanks to well 

planned and executed teamwork this highly 

intricate procedure could be completed and 

therefore ensured the uncomplicated 

development of the upcoming treatments. 

Even though the medical team mastered this 

challenge it is somewhat overshadowed by the 

most difficult decision the parents had to face.  

Retrospectively, one year down the line, the 

parents feel fulfilled and enriched with their baby. 

 

 

 
 

 

A team consisting of radiologists, ENT physicians, 

anaesthetists, neonatologists, paediatric 

surgeons and obstetricians was necessary to 

ensure a little boy´s chance at life. 

 

 

A 30 year old Gravida X, Para IV was transferred 

to the cantonal hospital in St. Gallen in week 

32+4 of her pregnancy because of suspected 

cheilognathouranoschisis. In an ultrasonic exam 

midface dysmorphia including arhinia and missing 

ocular bulbs was detected. There were no signs 

of holoprosencephaly found.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following intrauterine MRI confirmed the 

ultrasonic diagnosis and in addition showed 

mandible hypoplasia and a missing acoustic 

meatus on the right side of the child´s head. 
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